MEASURING THE SOCIAL BEHAVIOR AND PHYSICAL/MENTAL PERFORMANCE IN THE MUDI

MEOE Magyar Mudi Klub – April, 2005
The goal of the test


With this program we endeavor to maintain and preserve the genuine shepherd/herding dog personality traits in the Mudi breed.  We want to prevent the deterioration of performance due to the inherited lack of herding dog personality traits and also prevent the onset of behavioral abnormalities and instability.  In Section I we observe the quality of the dog-owner relationship and the responses to the dynamic changes in the environment.  In Section II we observe the dog’s social behavior and relationship to other dogs and people.  This test can be taken from the age of 6 months and older.
Section I: Performance of the Mudi’s character/ability

I/1. A 30 meter run to the owner with recall (with additional measuring of the time)**

The assistant (A) holds the dog by its collar at the start line, while the owner (O) walks to the marker at 30 m distance. When the judge (J) gives the signal, the O calls the dog to them, which is then released by the A. 

Excellent – The dog runs with full speed, in galloping movement to the O, by the shortest (straight) line.

Adequate– The dog approaches hesitantly, in a slower pace to the O, stops once or more times, its course deviates from a straight line.

Insufficient – The O cannot call back the dog, even with repeated efforts. 

The speed of the dog does not affect the qualification.

I/2. Search for the owner**
The O leaves their dog, which is held by the A, then hides in a place where the dog cannot see them. When the J gives the signal, the A waits for an additional 10 seconds, then releases the dog.

Excellent – The dog searches its owner with a quick run.

Adequate– The dog searches hesitantly, with delays as it goes.

Insufficient – The dog does not show search behavior/interest, the other environmental factors distract its attention and it does not search the hiding place of the O. 

I/3. Following a moving object


The O holds the dog on leash.  From a distance of 15-20 steps, the A drags a big, stuffed sack on the ground, with a long rope. The movement of the sack goes in a horizontal line past the O and dog. The A drags the sack with varied speed. When the A starts to move the sack, the O unleashes the dog. The J scores the dog’s reaction to the moving object.

Sufficient – The dog chases or actively follows the sack, barks at it, perhaps even nips it or grabs it.

Insufficient – The dog is afraid, escapes.

I/4. Object retrieval


When the J gives the signal, the O throws an object (their own or a provided one) to a distance of at least 10 steps. After which they send the dog to retrieve the object.

Sufficient – The dog follows and grabs the object.

Insufficient – The dog ignores the object and pays attention to the environment.


The successful performance in the I/3. task may be the sign of herding instinct; the successful performance in the I/4. task may be the sign of the dog’s ability for a dog sport activity. 

I/5. Acoustic durability**

The O holds the dog on leash. At a distance of 20 steps the A makes a strong noise with a wooden bird chaser, or with two wooden boards, or with a metal box/can filled with pebbles. The J scores the dog’s reaction to the noise.

Sufficient – The dog becomes alert, may pull on the leash toward the source of the noise, barks, or shows desire to approach the source.

Insufficient – The dog tries to escape, whines, urinates, or hides behind the O.

I/6. Visual durability


The O holds the dog on leash, while the A makes some sudden, strong light effect with a flash, or strong battery lamp, or matches. The J scores the elicited reaction.

Sufficient – The dog is interested, or ignores it, it may turn its head away, or tries to move away with some lateral movement.

Insufficient – The dog hides behind the O, urinates, or whines.

Section II: Performance of the Mudi’s level of socialization
II/1. Walking on leash through a scattered group of people**

The O walks with the dog on leash through a group of 4-6 people. The J scores the behavior of the dog during this action.

Sufficient – The dog is curious, pays attention, wants to play, may bark but never attacks.

Insufficient – The dog is terrified, cannot walk on leash, urinates, hides behind the O, becomes aggressive, or attacks.

II/2. Approaching group of people

The O holds the dog on leash in place, while a walking group of 4-6 people approaches them. The J scores the behavior of the dog during this action.

Sufficient – The dog is curious, pays attention, wants to play, may bark but never attacks.

Insufficient – The dog is terrified, urinates, hides behind the O, becomes aggressive, or attacks.

II/3. Walking on leash through a scattered group of people and dogs**

The O walks with the dog on leash through a group of 2-4 people, where each person holds on leash a (non aggressive) dog while standing in a scattered group. The J scores the behavior of the dog during this action.

Sufficient – The dog is curious, pays attention, wants to play, may bark but never attacks.

Insufficient – The dog is terrified, cannot walk on leash, urinates, hides behind the O, becomes aggressive, or attacks the dogs and/or the people.

II/4. Approaching group of people with dogs


The O holds the dog on leash in place, while a walking group of 2-4 people approaches them, each person holds on leash a non aggressive dog. The J scores the behavior of the dog during this action.

Sufficient – The dog is curious, pays attention, wants to play, may bark but never attacks.

Insufficient – The dog is terrified, urinates, hides behind the O, becomes aggressive, or attacks the people and/or the dogs.

II/5. Reaction to an aggressive stranger


The O holds the dog on leash, while the A performs an aggressive display at a distance of 20 steps. The A shouts, runs and waves their arms with a piece of cloth. The J scores the dog’s reaction during this.

Sufficient – The dog is curious, attentive, wants to play, or may bark aggressively.

Insufficient – The dog is terrified, urinates, hides behind the O, or becomes aggressive without control, even after the display is stopped.

II/6. Reaction to an opening umbrella

The O holds the dog on leash. The A (facing towards the dog) opens and closes an umbrella (firmly but not aggressively) for the first time from 5 steps, second time from 3, and the last time only one step from the dog. The J scores the dog’s behavior during this time.

Sufficient – The dog is curious, attentive, wants to play, steps sideways, or ignores it.

Insufficient – Attempts by the O to calm the dog fail, he is terrified, tries to flee, urinates, or hides behind the O.

II/7. Tolerating the touch of a stranger**

The O keeps the dog on leash. The J approaches them with calm words and behavior, then the J touches the dog as they would at a dog show, out for a walk, or at the vet. The J scores the behavior of the dog during this action.

Sufficient – The dog is curious, it may be reserved, but calms down quickly, or it may be actively friendly.

Insufficient – The dog is afraid, tries to escape, urinates, or becomes aggressive. 

**THE PASSING LEVEL REQUIRES THE DOG TO PERFORM BOTH THE SECTION I/1. AND I/2. TASKS WITH AT LEAST ADEQUATE RESULTS AND IT MUST PASS SECTION I/5., II/1., II/3., II/7 TASKS WITH SUFFICIENT RESULTS.
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