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A Herding Breed, Past and Present

In the long gone past, amost al li vestock, such as $ee, cdtle, goats, harses
and pgs, were kept outdoars yea round. They formed smaller or bigger flocks and
herds which grazed onthe suitable pastures and if their owners ld them at an annuel
market, they were driven to that placeon foot, na rarely from many hunded miles or
more. This form of livestock kegoing required basicdly two major adivities from the
herdsmen, moving and proteding the valuable animals.

A spedal type of working dog, the herding dog, was developed therefore & a
help for these herdsmen qute long ago. We know these dogs from all over the Old
World, including Asia, Africa and Europe.

More predsely as well, the neaed for two functionally and anatomicdly
different types of herding dogs developed to serve the @owve mentioned major
livestock handing functions. The lighter, quicker and extraordinarily keen-to-serve
»true” herding dogs developed separately from the heavier, robust, incorruptible
livestock guarding dogs. The task of the guarding dogs does not include the
interadion with the livestock, they have to stay close to the flock and their job starts
when some threaening agent appeas on the scene. In contrast, the herding dogs have
to have the so cdled herding instinct which, acrding to the scientific reseach of
Coppinger and colleaggues dore in 1987,is an amost complete derivative of the
wolves prey stalking, pusuing and caching behavioral sequence withou the end
part, the adual cach, kill and devour adion.

Through the ailtura history of animal keeuing, an amazingly rich variety of
herding dog types, today known as breeds, were developed. Some of them are old, bu
many of them have more recent origins. Even in the New World (the American and
Australi an continents) people have developed new herding breeds.

Hungary has aways been famous for its anima breeding, which is nat a
surprise, if we think abou the Hungarians original occupation as a mostly animal
herding nation from the East, bu also the historicd Hungary's excdlent
environmental circumstances for kegoing large flocks of grazing animals. As Hungary
has original catle and sheg breads from the age of the Conquest of the Carpathian
Basin more than 1100yeas ago, such as the Grey Cow and the Radka Shee, it isaso
very likely that some of the Hungarian dag breeads have along history as well.

Sadly however as the auntry’s history and development was almost torn apart
by the many hunded yeas of Turkish and Austrian occupations between the 16th and



19%th century, we know relatively little éou the exad origins of the Hungarian day
breals.

The recent theories abou the formation d these breals are still more strongly
based onthe deductive thinking derived from the adual outlook d the breeds, than on
the few origina documents and comparative history of the related breeds around
Hungary. A nice example of this is the suppased relationship between the three
medium sized Hungarian herding dogs, the Mudi, Puli and Pumi. As the first herding
breed which wrote abreead standard in the first decales of the 20th century was the
Puli, the other two yourger breeds, the dog experts tried to describe & derivatives of
the ,ancient” Puli. This type of reasoning is based onthe aroneous belief that the
difference between the adual dates when the three breeds were described (a mupe
decales as a maximum) shoud mean the same drrondogica order in the gpeaance
of these breedsin history as well.

Today more and more debate goes on about the adual relationship between
the Hungarian herding breeads, bu this article has a different aim, and that is to talk
abou how shepherds used past and presently, the Mudi with livestock.

Developing Type
Hungary's natural circumstances for livestock keeuing were and are quite
different than those in Western Europe and the British isles. Here the grazing fields
are mostly flat and amost endess in comparison to the western courtries hilli er
pastures. Accordingly with large free aess, the origina sheep and catle flocks were
also large, and mostly the sheep flocks are still quite numerous today, with 5061000
animals in ore flock. This fad, couded with the harsh climate (hot summer, cold
winter) required tough and athletic herding dogs. A good example for thisisthe Mudi.
The dog's appeaance and ouer qudities srve the strength, speed and low
maintenance requirements. The size of this bread is a good compromise to be ale to
herd larger and smaller livestock, although it is primarily a shegpdog. The Mudi is
large and strong enowgh for grounccovering speed beside grea flocks of sheep, o for
motivating cdtle, bu it is gnall enough to be maintained onsmall quantities of food,
which was esential in poaer aress. The breed's pedal feaure is the quite unique
coat type. The Mudi's fur is not woaly (which is a big difference from the Puli and
Pumi), medium long (never short), strongly wavy or dightly curly and o medium
texture which is rather soft. This type of fur is excdlent against any burry plant seeds
and easily repels dirt and snow. Becaise the Mudi sheds its deal fur, shepherds did
not neal to cut down the fur annually as they did with the other shegpdags. Having a
lighter summer coat and a heavier winter coat, the Mudi is truly an all season herding
dog which could hdd up undyr harsh climatic condtions.
Mudis are still being used for herding not only sheep, bu cdtle and even pigs.
However pigs these days are kept almost exclusively in sheds and enclosures and orly
the cdtle and shegp remain as herdable subjeds for the dogs.




There ae significant and very interesting differences in herding of these two
types of livestock. These diff erences originate themselves from the fad that sheeg and
cdtle possessdifferent temperaments, strength and kehavioral habits. If we mnsider
herding as a type of predator adivity for a moment, then we can understand that
predators also use different tedhniques to hurt different quarries. Similarly, a sheg
flock needs a diff erently behaving and trained herding dog than a herd of cattle does.

Tough Enough
The major difference between livestock lies in the size, temperament and
behavior. Cattle ae large animals and much depends on the bread, sex and age, bu
they can be mean and hatile. If the pasture @ntains bushy aress, cétle like to hide
within the thickets, espedally cows with caves. Cattle dso ladk the very strong flock
instinct of the shee, therefore cdtle herding requires more one-on-one interadion by
the dog with particular individuals than moving awhale flock together.

Cattle herding Mudi's have multiple tasks such as finding and moving
individual cows from the bushes (usually thorny plants, like wild rose, or bladkberry),
moving gazing catle from one aeato ancther and keeping the cdtle out of a
particular area Occasionally cattle have to be separated and penned as well. Generally
the foll owing rules apply when working with cattle, the bulls are harder to herd than
cows, yourger animals are eaier to herd than adults, bed cows are wilder than dairy
cows and single cws are lessdangerous than those with cdves. On average, cdtle ae
more likely to start a fight with the dog and herder to start or stop than sheg. One
reason is obvious if we think abou the size difference between a ww and a Mudi.
Therefore cdtle herders prefer to use bigger dogs, harder dogs and more dogs beside
their cattle herds.

A cdtle herding Mudi has to have not only herding instinct, bu the desire and
ability to hite the cow. As the shepherds tell it, withou physicd contad many of the
cows and bdls will ignore the dogs, in vain, they bark and chase dter them.
Moreover, catle tend to fight and even destroy dogs. Soorer or later the cdtle shoud
lean that the dogs are dangerous and painful enemies and from that paint the herding
job will be eaier, becaise the ,trained” cattle will obey the dogs more eaily.
Acoordingly, the training of the cdtle herding dogs mostly includes the avakening of
the dog's gripping or biting instinct, besides the tricks of herding and following the
shepherd's commands.

We differentiate three types of catle herding Mudis, those who dive from
behind (at the tail and heds of the mws), thase who dive from the front (at the nose
of the cdtle); and those who dive from both dredions. These herding styles are
seamingly inbarn, which means that they are not taught, but the shepherd figures out



after a time, which group hs new dog belongs in. Obvioudly, rea driving dogs are
espedally useful for starting the cdtle, while front driving dogs can effedively stop,
or turn them. This, and the difficulty of working with bhig and aggressve livestock,
makes it necessry to use d least 2 to 3 dags for even a smaller catle herd. When a
cow or bull deades to fight, one dog is not usually enowgh to make it change its
opinion. Using more than ore dog makes it harder for the cmw to perform a dangerous
attadk onany dog individualy, because its focus will be scattered.

In spite of the necessty of courage in the cdtle herding Mudis, herdsmen do
nat like if dogs make serious wounds on the livestock, espeaally on the tail tips and
udders. Rea driving Mudi's tend to hang onto the long hair at the end d the tail and
pull it out. If the tail of the cow loses the long hair, the animal loses its ability to fight
against the flies and aher blood sucking inseds. Shepherds use an interesting
tedhnique to discourage yourng Mudis from gripping cattle tals. When the dogs are
introduced to the livestock, usualy in spring or ealy summer, the shepherd cuts off
the tail hair of the cdtle, therefore the young herding student will not lean to cach
the tempting end. When the hair will grow out again, the dog has already leaned how
to attadk the heds of the mws and will not pay attention to the tail .

Cattle herding is more and more sporadic in Hungary in these recent times, as
cdtle keegping becomes more barn and pen based, the large cdtle herds are
disappeaing from the open pastures. Accordingly, cétle herding is not something that
working Mudis regularly do throughou today's Hungary. It is rather an occasiond
sight here and there that is dependent on the adual catle owner's habits. In
comparison to this, sheep herding is gill a mgor occupation for the Mudi in Hungary
and hogfully it will be in the future too. The sheg are perhaps the last livestock
spedes which is gill kept on the grazing fields more than in closed pens or barns.
Sheeg are sturdy and nd so picky edaers and most of Hungary's grazing areas are
excdlent for shegp, being quite dry and covered with short grass It is notable to
mention that flocks of sheg are dso used for keguing the grass $iort on the small er
airfields that are used by sport and agricultural planes, and some of the national parks
also use shee flocks to keep the meadows in the @ndtion which is considered
,original” to those aeas. Shegdaogs, which include the Mudi, are the most widely
used breal groupthat have apermanent jobin Hungary today.

The Soft Side
All the shepherds | have met and talked with told the same thing, ,withou a
dog they could na work, as the single dog does as much work as five or more people



with the sheg”. The Mudis have multi ple tasks with the livestock. At the barns, they
help to drive out the sheeg from the enclosures or sheds. They help to separate
different age dasses, such as the newborn lambs which remain in the barn from the
mother sheep that go ou to graze, the dog moves the ault sheg through the barn
doa while the shepherd kegps the newborn lambs inside. Also in the barns the dogs
help to pwsh the sheg through narrow sedions, such as when the sheeg are being
bathed against parasites, they have to be forced into a smaller pondfill ed with water
in which medicine was dislved. The sheg which are acaistomed to being moved
by dogs are quite eay to hande, as they dorit fight bad and dort panic eaily, bu
the work with the larger flock, espedally when the sheg dorit want to dosomething,
is quite hard. As the major charaderistic of shee is the flocking instinct, a dense
flock is much more difficult to move from a narrower part of the pen if the dog is
driving on orly one end d the flock. The shee standing at the front wont move if
the ones at the end are being driven forward. Therefore the work in confined areas
requires good cooperation between the shepherd and the dog, becaise they have to
work on dfferent ends of the flock and they have to do dfferent things. Whil e the dog
remains at the rea end o the flock and berks at the shegy, sometimes even nipping
them, the shepherd goes to move the sheep at the front.
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Out on the open fields, the task of the dog is dependent on what kind d
pasture is avail able. If there is nothing to be avoided (crops, roads, gardens) the work
is smpler. If the shegp need to be kept away from particular aress, the sheep herding
Mud shoud have more refined skill s to condict the animals and obey his master's
commands. Hungarian sheep flocks are large (many hundeds of sheg usualy),
therefore the shepherds need very strong, athletic dogs. Although Hungarian
shepherds resped the skills of the Border Collies when they see them on sport
competitions, their opinion is that Border Colli es would na be tough enough to work
constantly with hig flocks on the open pestures. Ancther reason why the Mudi (or
another Hungarian shee herding breed) is more suitable for our shepherds is because
they prefer alesshighly temperamented dag than many of the western herding breeds.



The herding style of the Hungarian sheegpdags is dramaticdly different from
the Border Collie style which is well known in the western world. The major
differences being that Mudi's bark during their work, and they never herd with eye or
with the front down, badk up stalking posture. The usua arrangement of the flock,
dog and shepherd while moving the sheg from placeto paceis that of: shepherd,
dog, shee, with the sheep in the front and the dog behind the flock taking commands
from the shepherd onwhich way to turn or move the sheep.

Barking is nealed for the Mudi's work because the scatered huge sheep flock
can be natified soorer that the dog is coming than if the dog would run withou
barking. However, shepherds like the moderately barking dogs, who *only bark when
it is needed”. A constantly barking dog makes the livestock unrecessarily nervous. In
an ided case, the Mud starts to bark from the half way point while gproading the
sheep, and continues the barking during the dose work beside the flock. In the eyes of
the Hungarian shepherds the hardest task for the shegydag is to work with the sheep
from large distances. It means that a redly good Mudi shoud be &le to go for the
shegy oncommand to a distance & far away as 400-600 meters (nea 600yards). It is
required when the flock shoud be stopped, colleded, turned to the left or right, or
driven bad to the shepherd. Of course, the shepherd gives commands to the Mudi
while it works, which are the combinations of verbal commands, hand signals
(enhanced by the shepherd's dick, or his hat) and sometimes whistles. Commanding a
dog from many hunded meters is nat easy, espedally if the wind Hows towards the
shepherd, and/or the bells on the shegp make it difficult to hea the cmmands.
Therefore the visua signals are important too, and for getting these signals, the dog
has to come from beside the flock time by time to look at the shepherd and wait the



next command. As depherds sy, na every dog is suitable for long distance work,
therefore a redly good ore has a high value. There is often a mgor (verbal)
competition among the shepherds who can send his dog to the shegp from the biggest
distance

The training of the shegdag starts at quite an ealy age, usualy when the
puppes are 3-5 months old. During this time the existence of the herding instinct
shoud be obvious in the Mudi, which expresses itself in the dtentivenesstoward the
shee, and the willi ngnessto chase and kerk at them. Training is hard work for the
shepherd as it shoud be tallored to the particular novice and shoud be exeauted by
the shepherd hmself every day, for at least a few months. Usualy only one Mudi
works at the same time with a flock (even beside the large, 8031000 sheep flocks).
Therefore shepherds dont like to train their new dogs together with an experienced
one, because in their opinion, the new dog will not want to work alone, and duing
herding the two dags will pay attention mostly to ead aher, being competitors
somehow. So the shepherd goes by himself with the new dog, and at first during close
distance work trains it, by running to the given dredion together with the dog,
showing him what the given commands mean. A Mudi has the natural instinct to
circle aound the shee, it is the base from where the more sophisticaed skill s are
developed. It is essential that the Mudi shoud come badk immediately from any point
of the drcle, which makes it passble to drive the shee into the required dredion.
Diredions, like right or left, are taught as a wmbination o verbal and hand
commands. However, every dog has an linherited” side, which means that from a
larger distance they will approach the flock always from the same diredion. The
shepherds know well which isthe eaier task to dowith their given dag, turn the flock
to left, or turnit to the right.

Working Mudis have a grea value anong the shepherds. The Mudi is
considered a particularly tough and sturdy breed which is able to work al day. The



schedule for a day usually consists from two grazing periods, morning and afternoon,
with a siesta in the barn at noon.If the dog is nat enough tough, the shepherd needs
two dags, ore for the morning and ore for the dternoon.Mudis are usually able to
work during both periods. Shepherds tell that if you see somewhere aredly good
shegpdag you shoud try to buwy it immediately, na thinking about the price”. It shows
an interesting asped of the management of the shegydaogs. Although they get personal
training and they are well known in regards to their loyalty and owvner centeredness it
is not a rare thing that shepherds adually trade them as adults, or borrow them for a
while. According to the stories | have head, these dogs work well with their new
masters too. Working Mudis are exceptionally obedient, with a sense of humbleness
towards the owner. They are reserved bu touchable by strangers in the presence of
their master. Shepherds like and somehow appredate their dogs, bu aso provide
them with a hard life & they themselves live. If the dog is too rough with sheep, they
file down the fangs. Misbehaving, or unable to work dogs, are usually not kept alive.

There is no trading amongst shepherds catle herding dogs for sheeg herding
dogs, becaise those dogs who were taught to drive cdtle, can sometimes harm
seriously the sheep. These dogs, if they are used for sheeo later, which rarely occurs,
aremuzzled duing herding.

LooksMatter

Another interesting question is the tail docking. Seemingly shepherds do nd
follow some lcommon agreement” in this question around Hungary. Some of them
dock the tail, some never do. The reasons for docking are various. | met with
shepherds who dak becaise my grandfather did it too’, while others do it becaise
the tail of the dog would be constantly tangled with the burry seeds of the weeds”.

Contrary to the cmmon kelief that shegpdags were seleded only for working
qualities, many shepherds have afirm imagination d what makes a dog visualy
appeding. If they can, they choase dogs which fit to these *rural standards’. Among
the most important beauty rules | have head, were ones abou how the rred talil
shoud look (*over the bak, like asi ckle”), how the dog shoud hdd the ned and the
head (*upright, like ajackal”), what kind o a mlor the dog shoud be (*al the wlors
are good, if they are solid, nowhite patches, the best is the bedle bladk”), even, how
the dog's fur looks the best (I trim it resembling to a lion, that is long at the ned,
short onthe bad”)(!) .



A Herding Breed for the Future

The Mudi as a breed was formed surely for fulfilli ng the task of an incredibly
hardworking, intelligent, tough sheepday, with aot of guarding intuition and
considerable hurting skill s. In our modern world it isamirade that we still have such
amentally and ptysicdly unchanged working breed, which was not spoiled o atered
by the so cdled ishow breeding®. If we would like to have this dog for our future
service and enjoyment, we shoud understand that no aher adivity and seledion can
maintain the good charaderistics of the Mudi, than keeuing it an adive working
herding dog breed. We shoud remember that the drcumstances which resulted in this
wonderful breed are quickly fading, as freeranging flocks and shepherds themselves
are abreed® nea to extinction. If we let our Mudis' herding abiliti es deteriorate and
fade, in vain we will wish them to remain as useful and deasant sports dogs and
companions, as very few redize that without this natural seleded ability, this *new
future® purpose will be harder to achieve a well. Shepherds tell that every man has
only one redly good da during his lifetime, no matter how many dogs he had as a
sum®. Let us not forget, that to reaeae another naturally seleded bree like the Mudi
in today's world, could probably never happen again. Modern Mud enthusiasts
shoud be the sentinels of this bread to maintain the original working abilities as a
high priority, so that truly every of one us can find his or her life's good dapP in the
future, too.

Dr. Péter Pongracz and Celeste Spadavecdia (the aithors) and their Mudis, Fecske and Angel.
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